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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/965,534 



Examiner 

Fetsum Abraham 



Applicants ) 

NAGABA ET AL 



Art Unit 

2826 



Period for S^S""^ MTE °' communicatlon a W> ears on the cover sheet with the correspon dence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ^jMumn^rKUM 

■ 'nnoeve n ».however. mayar ep, yb e,i me . y n.ed 

- ™^t 0 replywi. h inthese.ore^ 

Status 



1)D 

2a)Q 
3)D 



Responsive to communication^) filed on . 

This action is FINAL. 2b)|2! This action is non-final. 



Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C D 1 1 453 O G 21 3 
Disposition of Claims . ^,o. 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) UIO is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 



If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) E3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l3 All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). , 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1yJ QjL (Knriyisional application) 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has bedn Pe&ffajStf**''" 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §| m^M^^0^ 

Attachment(s) / j^Vf**^ 



1) [23 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) D Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 5 , 



4) □ Interview Sum nary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) 

5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) Q Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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Claims rej ertinn 

1 ■ The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

SlTSsdtle 6 if b the n d e 'ff th0Ugh ^ inVenti ° n " ^ identica "y discl0sed or bribed as set forth in 
such Lr the 2 ^ SU t Ct matte ?° U8ht t0 bC ***** «* the P«°^ - 

having ordinary skill ZZZ tc vKchZt w ♦ ° bV1 ° US * *" time the invention was mad * "> * person 
manned in which te inv^n w JnSe ^ ^ Sha » be ne ^ved ly the 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stevens 

(6,173,345). 

As for claims 1, 5,7 the patent discloses an integrated circuit in fig. 2 comprising a delay 
register circuit (249) which received data from the serial control logic circuit (248) (see column 5, 
35-45), a variable delay circuit (244) receiving the output of the register, and a driver (242) 
receiving the output of the delay circuit. Although the application of clock signals in the circuit is 
not presented in detail conforming to the claim language, it is clear that all data transfers in logic 
circuits, delay signals and register read/write functions are performed by clock signals. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to safely conclude that the claimed structure is 
folly represented by the patent, since clock signals in write/read oriented circuits are inherent to 
the circuits. 

As for claims 2-4,6,8,9, forming drivers off chip does not alter the valid application of the 
patent since all elements in the structure can be formed in separate chips at the expense of 
elongated processing steps and additional materials. As for said read data signal, an input to any 
register that can be stored in the register is read/written data by the register. Further more, drivers 
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are town buffer circuits in the M ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ fa ^ ^ ^ 

that registers are also memoty elements with full capacity of storing data, which is a typical 
performance by all buffer circuits (see column 5, 30-45). 

Further, as for claims 4,,0, the contents of m circuits (247) are address s igM ,s which are 
also transferred to the driver circuit via the delay circuit (see column 5, 42-50). 
Any inquhy concerning this communication sh„u.d te directed to Fetsum Abraham 
a. telephone number (703) 305,3793, or by E-mai. M^Mhta*^,,, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of mis application should be 
directed to the SPE o M V:2m a, (703)308-6601, or the Group r mptionbl at (703) 308 . 0956 



Fetsum Abraham/8/27/02 





